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collisions were bound to result in rupture. As long as
Bismarck remained Chancellor the Emperor had not any
real control over his Government, for it consisted not
of his Ministers but of Bismarck's: while, with William
asserting himself as Emperor, Bismarck found himself
perpetually checked, and after a quarter of a century's
autocracy any control at all was intolerable to him.
Twice he threatened to resign, but the Emperor still had
need of him to get certain military votes through the
Reichstag. He was, however, determined to get rid of
him as soon as he could screw up his courage, for he
would never be able to realise that magic-lantern ideal of
himself while Bismarck's huge figure cast its shadow on the
screen. His officers and Ministers were as keen for the
Chancellor's fall as he. They could manage the Emperor,
though powerless against Bismarck, and they plied him
with subtle suggestions. * Frederick,' hinted Waldersee,
' would never have become the Great, if on his accession
he had found and retained in power a Minister of
Bismarck's authority and prestige.' 1

The Emperor was still pluming himself on the success
of his English visit, and, to keep cordiality warm, he in-
vited his uncle and his second son Prince George to return
it in March 1890. The Prince of Wales had not been
to Berlin since his accession except for the funeral of the
Emperor Frederick, and the occasion was to be cele-
brated with the utmost splendour: the death of William's
grandmother, the Empress Augusta, in January was to
be no obstacle. It can hardly have been a coincidence
that on the day before the Prince started from England
William sent a message to Bismarck demanding his
resignation. A striking dramatic effect ! The Prince
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